Jonah 4:5-11
Introduction:
Priorities
I read a story this week about a group of friends that went deer hunting. They paired off in two's for the day, and that night one of the hunters returned alone, staggering under an eight point buck.
"Where's Harry?" The others asked...
"Harry had an accident, and he's a couple of miles back up the trail."
"You left Harry laying there, and carried the deer back?"
"A tough call," said the hunter, "but I figured no one is going to steal Harry."
Obviously, that man needed to get his priorities straight. 
The prophet Jonah was another man with misplaced priorities…
Rather than making obedience to God, as his main objective in life, Jonah put his personal desires first.
Of course this led him to disobey God, mistreat his fellow man, and disdain his calling as a prophet.
Today as we bring this study of Jonah to a close, I want us to consider our own priorities...
And so, as we do, I want us to approach this passage with this idea in mind regarding the priorities of a Christian...
From the account of Jonah we should learn to see the world through the eyes of our merciful, sovereign Savior and commit ourselves to His purposes.
As the passage opens we find Jonah...
I. Waiting on God v.5
· If we look back at v.4 we see God asking Jonah, Do you do well to be angry…
· IOW, God is asking Jonah if his anger is justified…
· Now, what was Jonah angry about? - Well, Nineveh had repented at his preaching…
· Jonah didn’t like that … In fact He was angry that God acted in mercy…
· He would’ve liked it more if God had been severe with Nineveh…
· Jonah thought God was unjust to allow Nineveh to repent…
· And rather than answer God’s question, Jonah leaves the city, and goes east to see what will happen…
· Now, there is some interesting significance to Jonah going east…
· It’s more than a simple geographic location… 
· It’s more than just an elevated spot from where he can watch the city…
· In Genesis, Adam and Eve were sent east out of the garden…
· Cain settled “east of Eden” after murdering his brother…
· And Lot journeyed east when he separated from Abraham…
· In each case going east was a departure from Lord or His blessings…
· By going east, Jonah is fleeing from the word of the Lord…
· He is, once again, fleeing from God’s presence, just as he’d done in chapter 1…
· He makes a booth for himself… 
· There’s debate as to the significance of this, but…
· ...what’s clear is that he was waiting to see what God would do with Nineveh…
· He hadn’t given up on his twisted dream of seeing Nineveh turned to toast…
· But he knew that God was merciful … He even said so in v.2…
· So what’s he waiting for?…
· He’s hoping that God will relent of showing mercy…
· After all, that’s what Jonah was actually praying for in v.3…
· Maybe he remembered that God had relented from destroying Israel when Moses prayed in Ex.32:11-14…
· If God would do that, maybe He would reverse course this time, but show wrath rather than mercy…
· It almost seems as though Jonah expected God to change…
· But God doesn’t take counsel from man…
· He doesn’t do that for Jonah, and He doesn’t do that for us…
· Jonah’s only logical choice was to do the one thing he didn’t want to do…
· It’s the same thing you and I must do when we can’t understand God’s decisions…
· It’s to bow the kneed in submission to God’s sovereignty…
· Yet, although Jonah won’t do that, God still shows...
II. Grace to the undeserving v.6
· Jonah’s booth must’ve been inadequate for the hot mid-east climate…
· Maybe it dried out and cracked … Whatever the case it didn’t last…
· And in His grace God provides a plant to give him shade…
· ...to make him comfortable in the dry heat…
· Just as God had provided a great fish to save Jonah in the sea…
· ...here He shows His mercy to deliver Jonah from the blistering sun of the desert…
· So we can understand why Jonah is exceedingly glad about the plant…
· But think about this for a moment … The plant’s just a temporal comfort…
· He’s so happy when something makes him comfortable…
· Yet this same guy whose exceedingly glad about a plant, was exceedingly displeased about God’s mercy to Nineveh in v.1…
· He’s a guy with a messed up set of priorities…
· ...and at this point in his life, he doesn’t even see it…
· It is so easy to be like that…
· It’s so easy to focus all your attention on the pleasures of life that you don’t even acknowledge where they come from…
· Jonah doesn’t give thanks to God for the plant, does he?…
· He’s happy about it, but with no thought toward God...
· In fact, the enjoyment he gets isn’t in the God who gave the plant…
· His enjoyment is b/c of the plant…
· In Jonah’s mind, that plant belongs to him … It’s his plant…
· It exists for one purpose … to give Jonah comfort & pleasure…
· Folks, can’t we do that with our possessions?…
· What do you own that gives you pleasure … It’s yours …  You worked for it…
· When we feel that way, can’t we just relate to Jonah?…
· It’s in that state of mind that Jonah needs to learn that...
III. The Lord gives & takes away v.7-8 
· It wasn’t long before Jonah’s joy turned sour…
· Once again we see God’s sovereign providence working to draw Jonah out of his sin…
· You can just imaging Jonah waking up and feeling that something isn’t right…
· If you’ve ever fallen asleep in the desert heat you might know how unpleasent waking up can be…
· Illustrate: Army incident in the dessert...
· Morning comes and Jonah wakes up … His plant is withered, lying on the ground…
· The sun is beating down upon him, so that he feels faint…
· Some commentators believe he was experiencing sun stroke…
· Now, how did all this happen?…
· Well, it came from the hand of God…
· God appointed a worm to attack the plant, and a scorching east wind…
· The WCF says that all things happen as God intends, yet He orders them to happen through secondary causes…
· These are what can be called ordinary means…
· That’s what happens here … God used these ordinary occurances to carry out His purpose in the life of Jonah…
· As Jonah fought with God about Nineveh, God providentially brought about a very unpleasant situation to tach a much needed lesson…
· We can see just how hardened Jonah had become toward God…
· Rather than repent … Jonah prays again that he might die…
· With the scorching desert heat, his anger toward God boils over…
· What’s going on here? … God is doing to Jonah what Jonah wanted done to Nineveh…
· God showed mercy to Jonah with a plant, and then snatched it away…
· Isn’t that exactly what Jonah wanted God to do to Nineveh…
· Although God had been merciful to the city, Jonah wanted Him to renege…
· Jonah was getting a taste of his own medicine
· And yet, Jonah doesn’t get it … That’s a lesson for us all isn’t it?…
· Even a prophet can become so self-centered, so spiritually dull that that they’d rather die than turn to God…
· But God’s not done with Jonah … And so He enters into...
IV. A great debate v.9
· God comes back to the same question He asked in v.4 that Jonah refused to answer…
· This time God puts a twist on it … Do you do well to be angry for the plant?…
· You can almost hear Jonah yelling at God at this point…
· He believes he’s right to be angry, and he’s angry enough to die…
· IOW, He is angry beyond words … and he’s angry at God...
· But do you notice how patient God is? … He doesn’t kill this prophet…
· He could you know … He’d have every right to…
· Jonah is showing absolute resentment to God for taking away that which he loved…
· It’s interesting that he didn’t thank God when the plant grew up…
· But he’s sure unhappy with God now…
· Isn’t that the way we often are with God?
· We go through life giving very little thought to the day to day blessings of God…
· But let them be removed and we are frustrated…
· Our faith grows weak … Our desire to pray and read dwindles…
· And yet, God doesn’t give us what we deserve…
· In fact, He lays what we deserve upon the Lord Jesus…
· Isn’t that exactly what God shows Jonah he’s like?
· ...gracious, merciful, slow to anger, abounding in unwavering love (v.2)…
· And to whom is God like that? … Ask Jonah…
· To those who are so angered by God’s purposes they can’t stand it…
· And God wants Jonah to reflect that mercy to Nineveh…
· To the capital of the nation that is poised to invade Jonah’s homeland…
· And Jonah just can’t do it … Think about that…
· Jonah’s patriotism won’t allow him to pity Nineveh – see 2Ki.14:25…
· And so God needs to give Jonah...
V. A new set of priorities v.10-11
· It’s as if God points to the plant withered and dead on the ground and says…
· Jonah, that plant isn’t yours … you did nothing for it … It’s a purely temporal object…
· But Jonah, think about the people … Think about Nineveh…
· It’s a great city … It’s huge with many people…
· And then God speaks with pity…
· Jonah, they’re so lost they don’t even know how bad they have it…
· Can’t you pity them Jonah? … Shouldn’t I pity them?
· Even their cattle are worth more than a plant…
· And then the conversation’s over…
· Jonah is left to sit there … to think about his priorities…
· We don’t know how Jonah reacted … We don’t know if he even repented…
· We don’t know if Jonah remained a self-centered patriot, or if his heart melted…
· We like to think that he humbled himself … that maybe he wept over his own sin…
· But we just don’t know…
· And there’s a reason for that … God wants us to step into the shoes of Jonah…
· God wants you to take a look at your priorities … at your prejudices … at your concern for the purposes of God…
· God wants each one of us to see ourselves as Jonah, and to ask ourselves…
· Do I pity this world in which I live?
· Do I forgive my enemies and wish for their best?
· Do I care, really care, about the plans & purposes of Christ in the world?
· Do I submit to God’s rule in my life? 
· Am I first an American, a Republican, a Democrat, a Libertarian, or a Christian?
· Am I glad Jesus died for the world, or do I pick and choose who He died for?
· Do I long for the salvation of idolaters, atheists, murderers, the sexually immoral, thieves, drug addicts, homosexuals, street people, illegal immigrants, liars, the greedy rich, and the lazy…
· Or am I simply scandalized that the pastor just mentioned all those things from the pulpit?
· Am I committed first and foremost to the things of God, or to my own pleasures, purposes, comforts, and opinion?
None of us knows how Jonah responded to god. But we’re not answerable for Jonah…
We are answerable for ourselves … for our own attitudes toward the world … and for what we will do with the lessons God has taught in this short account of Jonah, the prophet…
That is why I began by saying...
From the account of Jonah we should learn to see the world through the eyes of our merciful, sovereign Savior and commit ourselves to His purposes.
