2 Samuel 6:1-23
Introduction:
Restoring True Worship
When I was attending college years ago, there was a small Pentecostal church just down the road from our school. Sometimes I would attend there, mostly because it was close.
There was a woman in the congregation who would run up and down the isle waving flags/pennants during the music…
One particular day she hit someone in the eye, which caused somewhat of a problem.
Consequently, the pastor told her that, for safety reasons, was needed to wave her flags only in the back of the sanctuary…
This didn’t go over well with the woman. She accused the pastor of stifling the Holy Spirit and subsequently left the church…
It’s very unfortunate that worship often becomes a battle ground in many churches…
In some cases, the thing that should draw us together and give glory to God becomes cause for division…
So how do we know whether our worship glorifies God or is acceptable to Him?
Do we measure it by how it makes us feel?…
Or how relevant it is to the surrounding culture?…
Or do we measure it by how exuberant, or are not, we are when we enter into it?
I think our text gives us some insight into these questions. So, since we were made for the purpose of worshiping God, it’s a good idea to pay attention to this passage.
As we begin, let’s allow this one main theme to guide us...
Only when God’s holiness and grace are both properly recognized is our worship of Him acceptable to the Lord and a cause for our own rejoicing.
As the passage opens we find Israel in a state where they seem to have lost sight of the importance of sensing...

I. The presence of God v.1-2
· It had been years since the ark of God had central place in the religious life of Israel...
· Living on this side of the cross of Christ, especially as Protestants, the types & shadows of the OT might not seem very important to our daily lives…
· We walk by faith, and not by sight...
· Other than baptism & the Lord’s Supper, Jesus did away with outward ceremonies...
· All those OT rituals and objects served to point people to Christ…
· So we might ask, What’s the big deal about a box/ark that’s only a little bigger that 3’x2’x2’?
· For many people the only thing they know about the ark of the covenant is what they’ve learned from Indiana Jones…
· But for the ancient Israelites, that box signified the very presence of God almighty…
· In it was the law that condemned, and on top was the mercy seat where God forgave sin through the blood of a sacrifice…
· It was in fact, the symbolic throne of God where He sat enthroned upon the cherubim…
· To neglect the ark, as king Saul had done, putting it out to pasture at the home of Abinadab was a tragedy…
· It could’ve been understood as a rejection of God as the true King of Israel…
· And so, no sooner does David make Jerusalem the capital of Israel, than he gathers his men to ensure that the ark is once again among God’s people…
· If David was to be king … If Israel was to be God’s kingdom…
· If they were to be conscious of God’s presence…
· The throne of God must be front and center in the life of Israel…
· The revealed law, reconciling sacrifice, and reign of God must be at the very heart of the nation…
· This ark must be a constant reminder of the just, forgiving, speaking God in the midst of His people…
· What is our ark today, bros & sisters?
· It is the Lord Jesus Himself … And He must always be front & center in the life of this church, your families, and your personal lives…
· He is our prophet who still speaks in His word … He is our priest who takes away & forgives our sin … He is our King who rules over us...
· And so, the worship of God through Christ must have the primacy in all we do…
· But if our worship is to be true, we must live in light of...
II. The holiness of God v.3-11
· What a day of rejoicing this must’ve been - Israel is finally inviting God back into its life…
· How they honored God that day!…
· Placing it on a brand new cart, pulled along by powerful mighty oxen…
· Led along by Ahio, and followed by Uzzah, in whose father’s home the ark had been kept…
· O, the people must have been so ecstatic … all the musical instruments they could muster were in play…
· Can’t you just imagine the people lining the roads as the ark of God passed by?
· And as it nears a temporary resting place at the threshing floor of Nacon, they wait in anticipation…
· And then the unexpected happens … the oxen stubble … and how could Uzzah stand idly by and watch a catastrophe take place…
· What would you do in that moment?…
· He reached out to steady it, and the God enthroned above the cherubim strikes him dead... 
· The God who burst out against the Philistines in ch.5, now bursts out against His people...
· The music stops … a silence falls over the people…
· And David, whose great idea ends in disaster, flares up at the Lord…
· And immediately following his anger, terror grips him...
· How can the ark of the Lord come to me?
· As quickly as he got angry with God, David understood His sinfulness, and fear took hold…
· Suddenly David knew he was not dealing with a tame God, but a holy & just God…
· You see bros & sisters what happened here was a holy God dealing with the sin of His people who worshiped in a manner God had not prescribed…
· Who but God can tell us how to worship?…
· We ignore Him at our own peril…
· All the way back in Numbers 4 & 7 Israel was told that the ark was only to be carried on the shoulders of the Levites…
· Never were the Israelites to look inside or touch the throne of God…
· So where did they get the idea to use oxen and a cart?…
· ...All the way back in 1 Sam.6 when the godless Philistines had captured the ark…
· God struck them with plagues and toppled their idols until they sent the ark away
· And how did they send it away? … on a new cart pulled by oxen…
· Bros & sisters, it’s never a good thing to get our ideas for worship from the world…
· A holy God is to be approached in obedience and holiness…
· That’s why we confess our sins in beginning of each worship service…
· That’s also why the Reformed Church has something called “The Regulative Principle”…
· ...To regulate worship according to God’s word...
· Only God has the right to determine how He is to be worshiped…
· Worship must adhere to the word of God if it is to be holy worship…
· Worship the Lord in the beauty/splendor of holiness…
· But you know bros & sisters, if all we ever concentrate on is the holiness of God we’ll be broken/undone…
· We’ll react like David who sent the ark away to house of Obed-edom...
· Yet, if our worship is to please our Lord, we must also recognize...
III. The grace of God v.12-19
· This same God who is so holy that the hand of sinful man cannot touch Him, is at the same time a good God…
· ...a God of blessing, forgiveness, and mercy…
· We see that here when the ark is placed with Obed-edom…
· David hears of it, and he’s moved to draw near again…
· You see, blessing was always God’s intent for His people in the first place…
· God’s desire for you, if you are a believer in Christ, isn’t to harm you…
· It’s to uphold you … To raise you up…
· But when we come to God, we must come on His terms, not ours…
· That’s exactly what we see in our text…
· In v.13 the ark is being carried just as commanded in Num.4:15…
· And instead of oxen pulling the cart, they are offered to God as a sacrifice…
· Now, instead of terror, David rejoices in the Lord…
· God’s grace shown to Obed-edom becomes the driving force for holy worship…
· David, dressed in an ephod dances before the Lord with all his might…
· ..and the people blow the horn and shout for joy…
· O, bros & sisters when God’s grace take hold of you, how can you not rejoice?…
· A holy fear & a holy joy merge to make us rejoice with awe…
· Only a child of God can understand such a paradox…
· In fact, in v.16 we see Michal, David’s wife, despising him deeply as he danced before the Lord…
· But David recognized that with God there is mercy…
· He offers burnt offerings & peace offerings to the Lord…
· He feeds the people so they can return home rejoicing…
· Can’t you taste Jesus in all of this?
· He offered Himself for you, making peace with God via the blood of His cross…
· And He feeds us with His flesh, so we are nourished...
· And what we see next is that, with all his exuberant rejoicing, David remained... 
IV. Humble before God v.20-23
· David returns home from this great mountain top experience, only to find a scornful wife…
· Now, I know that things were not good between David & Michal…
· ...and it wasn’t all Michal’s fault…
· But here, she is actually scorning the Lord
· Michal’s problem was that she had a greater appreciation of worldly trappings than a love for the Lord…
· She was raised in the king’s home…
· She understood the advantage of putting on airs, being proper, displaying dignity...
· But David had thrown all that to wind, and even acted so earthy before the young servant girls who watched…
· But David wasn’t as impressed with position & royalty as he was with God…
· He would allow himself to be looked on as a fool just as long as God was honored…
· And David would place all the credit for his kingship where it belonged…
· The Lord chose me above your father and all his house…
· The Lord made me prince over Israel…
· In other words - “All that I have is from God. He deserves that I humble myself in order to elevate Him”…
· We only truly worship God when we do so in an attitude of humility...
· As God honored him even the servant girls would David’s humility before God...
· And then, what was a true tragedy for any woman in ancient Israel the author says, Michal, the daughter of Saul, had not children to the day of her death…
· She had despised the Lord’s anointed king … She had clung to the old ways … She had elevated worldly glory above heavenly promise…
· ...and Michal lost it all…
· How tragic to allow ourselves to become cold toward God and His Christ/anointed!
· Uzzah never understood the holiness of God, and presumed on His grace…
· Michal never recognized the holiness or the grace of God…
· And neither of them worshiped the Lord in a manner worthy of Him…
· But David acting in both a priestly and a kingly role led the people to worship the true king…
· In doing this, he points us to Christ, who as our priest & king leads us into the presence of our holy Father…
· ...who by His grace forgives our sins and receives us as His own…
· This should be the driving force of our worship and the joy of our heart…
· This is why I began by saying...
Only when God’s holiness and grace are both properly recognized is our worship of Him acceptable to the Lord and a cause for our own rejoicing.
