
Grace and Peace Presbyterian Church 
Order for the Worship of God — 10:30 a.m. on December 20th 2020 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  Revelation 22:17-21 
 
PRAYER OF ADORATION AND CONFESSION 
 
OPENING HYMN  It Came upon the Midnight Clear (TH# 200) 
  Edmund Hamilton Sears (1850) 
 
1 It came upon the midnight clear, 
that glorious song of old, 
from angels bending near the earth 
to touch their harps of gold: 
"Peace on the earth, good will to men, 
from heav'n's all-gracious King"; 
the world in solemn stillness lay 
to hear the angels sing. 
 
4 For lo, the days are hast'ning on, 
by prophet bards foretold, 
when with the ever-circling years 
comes round the age of gold; 
when peace shall over all the earth 
its ancient splendors fling, 
and the whole world give back the song 
which now the angels sing. 

2 Still through the cloven skies they 
come, 

with peaceful wings unfurled, 
and still their heav'nly music floats 
o'er all the weary world: 
above its sad and lowly plains 
they bend on hov'ring wing, 
and ever o'er its Babel sounds 
the blessed angels sing. 

   
Affirmation of Faith  The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
the Maker of heaven and earth,     
and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord: 
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried; 
He descended to the dead.  
The third day He arose again from the dead; 
He ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty; 
from there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic Church; 
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING  Hebrews 12:18-24 
 
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen 
 
SCRIPTURE READING   Psalm 125 
 
SERMON  You Did Not Build This Fortress! 
  Rev. Wendell Stoltzfus 
PRAYER 
 
THE LORD’S SUPPER   
 
CLOSING HYMN  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (TH# 203) 
  Charles Wesley (1739) 
 
1 Hark! the herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the newborn King; 
peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled!" 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 
join the triumph of the skies; 
with th'angelic host proclaim, 
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 
 

 
2 Christ, by highest heav'n adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord! 
Late in time behold him come, 
offspring of the Virgin's womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 
hail th'incarnate Deity, 
pleased as man with men to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel. [Refrain] 

Refrain: 
Hark! the herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the newborn King." 

3 Hail, the heav'n-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
ris'n with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, 
born that man no more may die, 
born to raise the sons of earth, 
born to give them second birth. 
[Refrain] 

 
BENEDICTION 
 
Rev. Wendell Stoltzfus is an Orthodox Presbyterian minister, and Project Director 
for Equipping Leaders International, a ministry that trains and multiplies pastors 
and Christian leaders in the developing world. 
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