
Grace and Peace Presbyterian Church 
Order for the Worship of God — 10:30 a.m. on March 7th 2021 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  Revelation 1:4b-6 
 
PRAYER OF ADORATION AND CONFESSION 
 
OPENING HYMN  When Morning Gilds the Skies (TH# 167) 
  German, ca. 1800 
 
1 When morning gilds the skies, 
my heart awaking cries: 
May Jesus Christ be praised. 
Alike at work and prayer 
to Jesus I repair: 
May Jesus Christ be praised. 
 

3 Does sadness fill my mind? 
A solace here I find: 
May Jesus Christ be praised. 
Or fades my earthly bliss? 
My comfort still is this: 
May Jesus Christ be praised. 
 

5 Let earth's wide circle round 
in joyful notes resound: 
May Jesus Christ be praised. 
Let air and sea and sky, 
from depth to height, reply: 
May Jesus Christ be praised. 
 

6 Be this, while life is mine, 
my canticle divine: 
May Jesus Christ be praised. 
Be this th'eternal song, 
through all the ages on: 
May Jesus Christ be praised. 

Affirmation of Faith The Westminster Shorter Catechism (1647) 
 
Leader: What is the chief end of man? 
People: Man's chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him forever. 
 
Leader: What rule hath God given to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy him? 
People: The Word of God, which is contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testaments, is the only rule to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy him. 
 
Leader: What do the Scriptures principally teach? 
People: The Scriptures principally teach what man is to believe concerning God, 
and what duty God requires of man. 

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING  Philippians 2:1-11 
 
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen 
 
SCRIPTURE READING   Isaiah 52:13-15 
 
SERMON  The Exaltation of the Suffering Servant 
  Rev. Jake Susek 
PRAYER 
 
THE LORD’S SUPPER   
 
CLOSING HYMN  Arise, My Soul, Arise (TH# 305) 
  Charles Wesley (1742) 
 
1 Arise, my soul, arise, 
shake off your guilty fears: 
the bleeding Sacrifice 
in my behalf appears: 
before the throne my Surety stands, 
before the throne my Surety stands, 
my name is written on his hands. 
 

 
2 He ever lives above, 
for me to intercede, 
his all-redeeming love, 
his precious blood to plead; 
his blood atoned for ev'ry race, 
his blood atoned for ev'ry race, 
and sprinkles now the throne of grace. 
 

3 Five bleeding wounds he bears, 
received on Calvary; 
they pour effectual prayers, 
they strongly plead for me. 
"Forgive him, O forgive," they cry, 
"Forgive him, O forgive," they cry, 
"nor let that ransomed sinner die!" 
 

4 My God is reconciled; 
his pard'ning voice I hear; 
he owns me for his child, 
I can no longer fear; 
with confidence I now draw nigh, 
with confidence I now draw nigh, 
and "Father, Abba, Father!" cry. 

 
BENEDICTION 
 
 
  CCLI: 11601899 



SERMON NOTES 

“The Dramatic Overture” 
The Exaltation of the Suffering Servant 

Isaiah 52:13-15 
Where Theology Touches Life 

 
Introductory Thoughts: 
 The Gospel According to Isaiah…. 
Person:  -The Servant / The Humiliation / Exaltation 
Work:  Depravity – Election  /  Substitutionary Atonement / Justification 
 Four Servant Songs: 
  Isa 42:1-4 / 49:1-6  /  50:4-7  /  52:13-53:12 
 **The reading of Isaiah 53 is left out of the liturgical readings in the Synagogue 
 

I.  The Identity of the Servant –  “Behold, my servant” 
 1.  Jewish Sources 
a.  Early:   
 Babylonian Talmud (Teaching of the Elders) 
 Midrash Ruth Rabbah (Commentary) Targum Jonathan (Aramaic Paraphrase) 

Servant = Messiah 
b.  Later:  (Medieval / Jewish Study Bible) 
 The Identify the Servant with Israel  (41:8,9; 42:19; 43:10; etc) 

Isaiah 44:1  - “But hear now, O Jacob my servant, Israel whom I have chosen! 
Servant = Israel 

Understanding the whole of the O.T. – Gen 12:3 (Garden/Noah/Babel) 
 N.T. Wright:  “God’s-single-plan-through-Israel-for-the-world.” 
 Chapters 40-66 = Repeated calls for repentance and faith 
  ***Israel was to be the solution, but they became part of the problem! 
THEREFORE, the “servant” becomes a “representative”…. (Gal 3:16) 

 

 2.  A Christian Understanding 
 a.  From Isaiah....the servant is also pictured as an individual 
 Isaiah 42:1-9  /  Isaiah 49:5  /  Isaiah 53  [cf. Chapt. 11 – “The Branch”…] 

(he formed me to be his servant to bring Israel back) 
b.  From Ezekiel....the “Messiah” as a Servant.... 
 Ezekiel 34:23,24  -  The Messiah will be in the lineage of David.  He shall act as  
     a “shepherd” and as a “servant”.... 
c.  Jesus is pictured as a “Servant”.... 

“For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve  
and to give his life as a ransom for many.”  Mark 10:45 

  d.  Rev 19:10 – The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of Prophecy 
  Matt 8:17 (53:4)  /  Acts 8:32-33 (53:7,8)  /  I Pt 2:22  (53:9) 
POINT: 
 New Testament theology begins to teach us that Jesus does the things that Israel was called to do.  
The titles given to Israel as “son” and “servant” and “vine” are all given to Jesus, so that Jesus, as an 
individual becomes the “true” son, servant and vine.  He is the seed of Abraham, and through him God’s 
single plan to bless the world through Israel is fulfilled. 

 

II.  The Exaltation of the Servant 
 
#1.  The Reason for His Exaltation 

“Behold, my servant shall act wisely;  [my servant shall prosper] 
Wise living is living in humble obedience to the will of God. 

John 8:28 (speaks), John 8:29 (does) 
*Anyone who wants to become great, must first be your servant! (Mk 10:43) 

*He who humbles himself will be exalted!  (Mt 23:12) 
***As low as his humility, so high will be his exaltation*** 

*Incarnation...Suffering....Sacrifice.... 
“His appearance was so marred, beyond human comprehension, 

and his form beyond that of the children of mankind.” 
Philippians 2:7ff 

“…emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant…he humbled  
himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 

Therefore, God has highly exalted him.” 
 
#2.  His Exalted Position: 

“He shall be high…and lifted up…. and shall be exalted.” 
[Resurrection  /        Ascension  /     Enthronement (seated)] 

Ephesians 1:22ff 
“….when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the 

heavenly placed, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and 
above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the 

one to come.  And he put all things under his feet and gave 
 him as head over all things to the church.” 

***Jesus is head over the whole cosmos for the sake of the church! 
 

 
#3.  The Results of His Exaltation: 

“As many as were astonished at you–so shall he sprinkle many nations 
kings shall shut their mouths because of him...” 

(Now they see....Now they understand – cf. Roman 15:21 / Rev. 1:7 -ultimate) 
Heb:  “sprinkle”  /  “startled”  =  The Nations are Blessed w/ Salvation 

His “exaltation” is the cause.... cf. Pentecost! 

APPLICATION 
 1.  Salvation occurs through humility....(“the poor in Spirit”) 
 2.  Relationships are restored through humility...(“in humility consider others”) 
 3.  Success occurs when we take on the roles of servants...(“whoever – great”) 

 


